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) The Gift of Music

Did you hear your first gift of music coming from a
music box in your nursery... perhaps your mom singing in
i the kitchen...your dad teaching you to whistle...maybe a
grandparent humming an old tune or a sibling playing a
78 or a 45 record? Some received this gift in a church
singing a hymn whose words you still know by heart. Others got the gift
from a teacher with holiday and nursery rhymes to sing. Many got the gift
from a piano, instrumental or dance teacher who gave the gift to their fin-
gers, mouths and toes! It is a gift that fills your body, heart and soul, and
one that you have to share with others. This 34th year of the Hickory
Choral Society, we want to share our gift of music with you.

You support us so faithfully...your gift to us!

—Ellen Self, HCS Vice President

Christmas Concert Series
December 2,3, & 4, 2011
Friday & Saturday at 8:00 PM
Saturday and Sunday at 3:00 PM
Corinth Reformed Church, Hickory &

Spring Concert
Sunday, March 25, 2012, 3:00 PM
First Baptist Church, Hickory




News and Comments from Conductor J. Don Coleman

Two weeks ago the Hickory Choral Society opened our 34t season at our

o Fall Concert at First Baptist Church on a wonderful fall afternoon. There were
many conflicts that afternoon, some of them musical and others which involved
families and church events. Also, what a nice day just to be outside. The choir
was overwhelmed by the audience we were fortunate to have on this day, which
inspired our singers to want to perform even better. We don’t take for granted
%_ that you, our patrons, could have been in many other places on that day but we

~ are so glad that you chose to be with us. The choir sang well and I could not have
been more pleased with their performance.

I continue to say that we in the Catawba Valley have a special appreciation and commitment
to the arts in ways that other areas would envy. The support for the many cultural and artistic
entities is both broad and sincere. During these unsettling economic times the Hickory Choral
Society has been grateful for your continued support by your presence at our performances. As we
plan for the upcoming Christmas Concert we hope that our singing is reflective of why you come to
our concerts. Your smiling and positive response to our music is the key to encourage these talented
and dedicated singers to give of themselves week after week and as many as four times on the week
of the upcoming concert.

Our hats are off to you for your gift to us by joining with us during the concert season. A
special thank you to you our patrons.

- J. Don Coleman, HCS Conductor

A Note from Kevin Sipe, HCS President

Thank you to all that made our fall concert on October 23rd a huge success! | trust that you
found the concert full of energy and excitement. From opening with the dynamic “Festival Gloria” to
ending with “How Can | Keep from Singing”, the entire concert was a joy to be a part of. Our hope is
that the performance was an uplifting experience that enriched your afternoon.

The annual contributor reception that followed was a great ending to a superb day. Itwas a
unique opportunity for us to personally thank you for supporting Hickory Choral Society and making
our past season possible. Your gifts allow us to maintain the quality of repertoire that our
community has come to expect. | would like to thank Vice-President Ellen Self for her hard work
and dedication in making sure the reception was an elegant and exciting time of fun and fellowship.
As a part of the reception, Mrs. Self gave out door prizes to many of the contributors that had already
renewed their membership for this season. We appreciate your continued support of the Hickory
Choral Society. Thanks also to the United Arts Council of Catawba County for their contributions.

If you have not sent in your membership renewal for this, our 34t season, please do so
quickly. Our season begins with the Christmas Concerts December 2nd, 3rd, and 4th. Once again this
year, we will have two matinee performances - on Saturday at 3:00 pm and Sunday at 3:00 pm, in
addition to our evening concerts. Reserved seating is still available for those who re- —
new their membership soon. All other seating is first come, first served, at no charge. « = j;l

It is with deep gratitude that | again say “Thank you”, for supporting the
Hickory Choral Society with your attendance, your gifts and CD purchases. We ap- | Ve
preciate your presence and support! For the latest news from Hickory Choral Society, ‘
please visit us on Facebook and online at www.hickorychoralsociety.com.

—Kevin Sipe, HCS President
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A Note from Tracy Hamlin, HCS Past President

Our Christmas concerts are so special for so many different reasons. For me personally,
the concerts usher in the Christmas season. They are the start of the rush to shop, to decorate, to
party, to give gifts. The concerts also start the celebration of Christmas music for me and, while
secretly I could listen to holiday music year ‘round, | really only play it non-stop between our
concerts and the new year.

There is one more reason, a terribly personal one that makes this particular concert se-
ries so special for me. It’s a homecoming. | get to see our extended HCS family, patrons who
have, for years, come faithfully to hear our music, and instrumentalists | see once or twice a year.
But the most meaningful of those family members to me are our former singers. As we pass in
and out of the Hickory Choral Society, | think we all realize once you are a member, you are al-
ways a member. It's in your heart, your blood, your soul.

So as we sing the last stanza of our recessional, O Come All Ye Faithful, if you are a for-
mer singer, | want to remind you to stand and sing that glorious verse with us. You cannot
imagine how much it touches us, the current singers, to look out and see you standing with us
again. It means so much to everyone and is truly the first gift of the holiday season for us all.

See you all at the concerts!

-Tracy Hamlin, HCS Past President

HICKORY CHORAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM
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Board of Directors

J. Don Coleman
Conductor

Celia Sexton
Tammy Shook
Assistant Conductors

Kevin Sipe
President

Ellen Self
Vice-President

Susan Schattschneider
Secretary

Sharon Milligan
Treasurer

Lu Litton Griffin
Publicity

Kevin Barlowe
Business Properties

Tracy Hamlin
Past President

Julie Braswell
Beth Burton
Mark McGinnis
Members-at-Large
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We have many of your favorite Hickory Choral Society
performances available on CD and/or DVD for purchase at our
office. Prices start at $15.00. Our Fall 2011 CD is here! What a

wonderful gift for a special occasion— the gift of music from the
Hickory Choral Society! If you are looking for that certain concert
recording, give Jean Krapfel a call at 828-322-2210.
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